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Purpose: Create the knowledge, which could be the basis for a coordinated Baltic research development strategy in Social Science from summer 2004 supported by advanced courses common for all Baltic Centre of Excellence. 
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Foreword

In the program for the 5 year period from September 1 2005 to 31 August 31 2010, the EuroBaltic of Centres of Excellence in Social Sciences shall build up and foster joint research teams in Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania 

to promote

· High standards of research-based university teaching through 

-  publication of monographs and scientific articles, and

-  editing and supporting Baltic based, internationally 

   recognized journals

· Profound knowledge in social sciences with the objectives of

- a dynamic development of the labour market in the region, 

- a timely adaptation of the Baltic national economies towards 

   competitiveness in the European market, and 

- an enhanced implementation of the rule of law through   

   proficiency in legal methods and skills

and to prevent  brain drain in social sciences by

· integration of Baltic scholars, in particular on their return from research abroad, into a vivid local academic environment, and 

setting incentives for future academic careers at the Baltic universities
The goals are to be achieved by:
a. Organizing research groups that can attract Baltic talents in Social Science including PhD returning from abroad

b. Organizing advanced courses for master and PhD students

This paper focus on advanced master and PhD courses.
The EuroBaltic PhD course programme 
Program Structure
EuroBaltic Centres of Excellence shall promote research based teaching. The presented courses address PhD students and advanced master students.
The proposed program structure is based on the following assumptions: 

· Compulsory Courses will be taught by the members of Research Unit with and around the foreign guest researcher.

· The majority of Elective Courses will be taught by short-term visiting lecturers.

· PhD courses will be taken by students in their first two years of PhD study.
· Seminars with paper presentation will be arranged throughout the studies

The EuroBaltic Centres of Excellence will specialized seminars for a small number of PhD students centred on a topic related to the doctoral thesis. Thereby, knowledge of the area of economics, political science and law would be deepened, and the thesis would be put into a broader context, preferably by comparative method. The seminars are expected to be of the highest international standing in the field. The function of the foreign guest researcher would be:

· to design seminars according to the needs of a particular group of PhD students,

· to detect and compile the relevant scientific literature,

· to introduce into the main features of the topic,

· to assign research work to the students,

· to establish contact to foreign scholars and experts on the subject, and

· to assess the students’ performances.

  Parallel to this the Baltic library system will currently be developed.

Economics

Compulsory Courses 
Courses will stretch over the entire semester; 3-4 hours per week.
First Semester: 

Microeconomic Theory I; Textbook: Mas-Colell, Whinston & Green,“Microeconomic Theory”.

Macroeconomic Theory I; Textbook: D. Romer,”Advanced Macroeconomics”. 

Econometric Theory; Textbook: W. H. Greene, “Econometric Analysis”

Second Semester:

Microeconomic Theory II; Textbook: MasColell, Winston & Green,“Microeconomic Theory”

Macroeconomic Theory II; Textbook: D. Romer,”Advanced Macroeconomics”.

Applied Econometrics; Textbook: 

Elective Courses 
Elective Courses are delivered as intensive block courses. Three courses from the this group will be offered in third semester, and three in fourth semester.
Third Semester/Fourth Semester

Monetary Economics

Financial Economics

Public Finance/Public Economics

International Trade

International Finance

International Monetary Economics

Labour Economics

Growth Theory

Game Theory

Alternative Economic Models

Economic Analysis of Panel Data

Time Series Analysis

Environmental Economics

Development Economics

Industrial Organization and Government Regulation

Regional Economics

Economics of Social Issues

Public Administration / Political Science

Compulsory Courses 

Six compulsory courses are envisioned. Each course will be one-semester in length, and with one lecture/seminar activity per week.

Social Science Research Design 

Critical evaluation; linking theory and methodology; designing research projects

· Chalmers, A.F. (1999). What is this thing called Science? Buckingham: Open University Press, 3rd edition.

Authoring a Ph.D.

Writing skills for advanced academic writing

· Dunleavy, Patrick (2003), Authoring a PhD Thesis: How to Plan, Draft, Write and Finish a Doctoral Dissertation. London: Palgrave

Advanced Quantitative Research Methodology

To enable students to build statistical models needed in advanced social science research.

· King, Gary (1989), Unifying Political Methodology: The Likelihood Theory of Statistical Inference. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

Advanced Qualitative Research Methodology

To enable students to undertake graduate-level qualitative research

· King, Gary, R O Keohane & S Verba (1994), Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research, Princeton University Press

Doctoral Research Seminar

An opportunity for students to present chapters or papers related to their current research for critical discussion with faculty and their peers.

Advanced Course in the field of students research (see below)
Elective Courses

Will be held in condensed form, possibly even as summer schools, and will be available on a more ad-hoc basis.

Advanced Courses in:

· Public Administration

· Political Theory
· Environmental politic

· Political Philosophy

· European Politics (or other area studies e.g. Nordic or American)

· Comparative Politics

· International Politics

· International Relations

· Political Economy
Ethics and Science

Presenting / Publishing Student Research
Writing and Managing a Research Project

Law
No Compulsory Courses 

Due to the recent changes in the national requirements for PhD promotion, the PhD programme of the Law Faculty will most likely foresee a very limited amount of compulsory PhD course work, i.e. a lecture series on recent developments in various fields of Baltic law, delivered by local staff, and a course on research skills and academic writing. 
The envisaged Baltic Centre for Legal Process and Skills in Tartu would be an ideal partner for the other 2 centres. Moreover, joint courses on academic skills could be offered together with EuroBaltic PhD students in Economics and Public Administration/Politics.

Elective Courses 
The elective courses will be given by the members of the Research Unit and be concentrated on the subjects of the Research Unit and highly related to the seminars. Examples of subjects
· Official Liability

· Lower Court Submission Procedures

· Standing in Administrative Law Cases

· The Principle of Inquiry 

· Discretion and Undefined Legal Terms
· Fiscal Law Principles

· Distribution and Control of Structural Funds  

· Principles of Administrative Reform
· Supervision and Control of Independent Agencies
· Implementation of Directives

· Freedom of Movement in the Transition Period 

· Preliminary Rulings

· EU-Constitution

          - Institutional Questions

          - Fundamental Rights Protection

· New Member States on their Way towards the Monetary Union
· European environmental law 

· The Role of Small Member States in an Enlarged Union

· National Parliaments and Community Law

· Tender Procedures

Specialized Seminars
On a regular basis (2 to 3 times per semester), the seminars should be visited by invited foreign guest lecturers, delivering block lectures on the topic. 
The outcome of the seminar work should, in principle, be 
a. Scientific articles by the PhD students, to be published in a local or foreign law journal, or
b. Papers to be delivered at national or international conferences. 
Hereby, the students would, at the same time, meet the requirements for PhD promotion in addition to the submission of their PhD thesis. 

International Network

Potential foreign guest lecturers in these fields, to whom long-term visiting lectures of EuroFaculty have already established contacts in the past.
SMART analyses of the PhD course programmes
Above the programmes is specified in details
The results are easily measured by number of courses and number of students participating. The quality is tested by evaluation schemes filled out anonymous by the students.

Achievability. The three Baltic Centres of Excellence will cross border for courses in Economics be dimensioned to have:


3 Visiting professors


6 local research lecturers


18 PhD students granted by the project

This staff together will supply the advanced courses cross Baltic. 

In order to protect the research time it is assumed in all cases that the local researchers never exceed a limit of 4 teaching hours a week.

For the PhD students connected to the Centres of Excellence the total amount of teaching can not exceed the obligatory duties as PhD students.

The relevance of the system of advanced courses as organized by the Centres of Excellence is Firstly to secure the PhD student research relevant courses and secondly to promote research based teaching as all teachers are supposed to teach only within their research program. 

The timeline for Research Units delivering block courses

Fall Semester2005:
 
 2 compulsory courses 1 elective course 


     

Spring Semester 2006:
 3 compulsory courses 3 elective courses
Fall Semester 2006:

 3 compulsory courses 3 elective courses
- Continuing -

Spring Semester 2010:
 3 compulsory courses 3 elective courses
Fall Semester 2010

 3 compulsory courses 3 elective courses
The elective courses cover also sessions of seminars.

Milestones

Every PhD students shall as a minimum be offered from spring 2006:

4 different courses per semester in his home town and 2 in other Baltic states.

One semester outside the Baltic states with 1-2 courses throughout his/hers PhD time.  

Each advanced course should attract as a minimum 5 PhD students.

The success indicator will be the number of examines taken by the Centres of Excellence PhD students as well as the number of examines taken by students outside the program. 

The probability of failure
The lack of ability to attract foreign lectures to teach the courses is a real danger for the program. This danger is reduced by the systems possibilities to draw on the resources from other centres cross national.

Today Baltic PhD students can study many places abroad without paying university fee. This could be changed.
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